In spite of declining levels of air pollution in countries of
, and most recently the Children's Health Study in Southern California (Peters et al. 1999) . Cohort studies implemented for other purposes have also been opportunistically used to test hypotheses related to air pollution. For example, Pope and colleagues (Pope et al. 1995; (Dockery et al. 1993 (Bild et al. 2002) . 
In this issue of Social and Preventive Medicine, AckermannLiebrich and colleagues (2005) describe the first follow-up of the Swiss Cohort Study on Air Pollution and Lung Diseases in Adults (SAPALDIA

